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After 1991, there were two comparative frameworks in which the evolution of Russia would be
conventionally situated. In the West, it was the former Soviet satellites of Eastern Europe that
formed the obvious bank of reference. In Russia itself the intelligentsia, which did not
appreciate such downsizing, compared developments in the country – for better or worse –
with the West. In focusing instead on the ex-Soviet republics themselves, from Central Asia to
the Baltic, Furman made not just an unusual hermeneutic decision. He selected a way to
consider post-communist Russia that was not only deeply unfashionable but uncomfortable
for his compatriots. What could Kyrgyzstan have to teach a Muscovite? Of his admiration for
Gorbachev, Furman once wrote: ‘I have never been a “patriot”. I thought one doesn’t choose
one’s country, though if one is born in it, one should try to improve it; I never wanted to leave
for the West. But I was never proud of my country, although, unlike many of my
acquaintances, I did not consider it an utterly dreadful and hopeless place. On the other
hand, I didn’t like associating with foreigners, for I always felt a little ashamed of being a
Russian. It was only under Gorbachev that I started to experience a feeling hitherto unknown
to me, pride in my country and its leader.’ But just as he first spoke for Gorbachev when
everyone else had abandoned him, so he turned to the fate of the other societies that had
made up the USSR after it had disappeared from the map, and they had become mental cast-
offs in the outlook of his countrymen. He had never felt any attachment to the state created
by Lenin, yet in the disinterested commitment with which he threw himself into this
enterprise, he became something like the last voice of Soviet internationalism. When he died
a friend remarked that the union of republics that had gone was his true homeland.

As with his studies in comparative religion, so his work on comparative post-Communism
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�P�H�O�R�G�\���Z�L�W�K���Z�R�R�G�H�Q���V�S�R�R�Q�V�����W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���K�L�V���E�U�X�W�L�V�K���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F

�I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���%�D�N�L�H�Y�����$�V���L�Q���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�����E�X�W���P�R�U�H���W�X�U�E�X�O�H�Q�W�O�\�����W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D���Q�R�P�D�G�L�F���E�X�W���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���F�R�Q�T�X�H�U�H�G���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���5�X�V�V�L�I�L�H�G�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���P�R�U�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�G���D�Q�G

�S�U�R�V�S�H�U�R�X�V���Q�R�U�W�K�����D�Q�G���D�Q���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���,�V�O�D�P�L�V�H�G���D�Q�G���S�R�R�U�H�U�����V�H�G�H�Q�W�D�U�\���V�R�X�W�K�����F�U�H�D�W�H�G���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�L�H�V

�I�R�U���W�K�H���H�Q�W�U�H�Q�F�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J�P�D�Q�����L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�\���I�U�R�P���R�Q�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���R�U���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U�����L�Q

�Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���W�K�H�U�H���D�Q�\���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���V�W�\�O�H���U�H�Y�H�U�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���U�X�O�H�U�V�����F�O�D�Q���W�L�H�V

�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���Z�H�D�N�H�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���S�R�Z�H�U���W�R�R�����7�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���Z�D�V���D���F�\�F�O�H���R�I���U�H�E�H�O�O�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���D���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���Z�K�H�U�H���L�W

�Z�D�V���H�D�V�L�H�U���W�R���P�D�N�H���D�Q���X�U�E�D�Q���U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�Q���W�R���K�R�O�G���D���I�D�L�U���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����%�X�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�W�K�U�R�Z���R�I

�L�W�V���O�D�W�H�V�W���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�R�U�����W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�F�H�V���R�I���D���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���K�D�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G�����W�K�H���. �\�U�J�\�]���O�H�D�G�H�U�V

�W�R���H�P�H�U�J�H���I�U�R�P���L�W���K�D�G���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���V�R�P�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����D�Q�G���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���D

�S�D�U�O�L�D�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���±���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���R�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���±���Z�L�W�K���D���X�Q�L�T�X�H���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����D���F�H�L�O�L�Q�J���R�I

�������V�H�D�W�V���R�X�W���R�I�������� ���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U���R�I���D�Q�\���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����Q�R���P�D�W�W�H�U���W�K�H���V�L�]�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���Y�R�W�H���D�W���W�K�H���X�U�Q�V��

�7�K�H���. �\�U�J�\�]���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���Z�D�V���W�R���E�H���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�H�G���>���@

�,�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���R�I���D�O�O���W�K�H���S�R�V�W���6�R�Y�L�H�W���U�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���L�Q

�)�X�U�P�D�Q�¶�V���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���µ�&�R�P�P�R�Q�Z�H�D�O�W�K���R�I���,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���6�W�D�W�H�V�¶���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���E�U�H�D�N���X�S���R�I���W�K�H

�8�6�6�5�����&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���Y�D�V�W���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���. �D�]�D�N�K�V�W�D�Q���D�Q�G

�5�X�V�V�L�D�����%�X�W���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�����. �D�]�D�N�K�V�W�D�Q���Z�D�V���P�X�F�K���F�O�R�V�H�U���D�V���D���W�\�S�H���R�I���U�H�J�L�P�H���W�R���5�X�V�V�L�D���W�K�D�Q���Z�D�V

�8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�����Z�K�R�V�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�V���Z�L�W�K���5�X�V�V�L�D���Z�H�U�H���E�\���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q���V�O�L�J�K�W�����,�W���Z�D�V���D

�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���O�H�V�V�R�Q�����V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���F�R�X�O�G���S�U�H�G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H���R�Y�H�U���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���±���L�W���Z�D�V���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�H

�V�L�P�L�O�D�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���D�S�R�W�K�H�R�V�L�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���U�X�O�H�U�V���L�Q���W�Z�R���V�X�F�K���G�L�V�V�L�P�L�O�D�U���V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V���D�V���1�R�U�W�K���. �R�U�H�D���D�Q�G

�7�X�U�N�P�H�Q�L�V�W�D�Q�����: �K�D�W���5�X�V�V�L�D���D�Q�G���. �D�]�D�N�K�V�W�D�Q���V�K�D�U�H�G���Z�D�V���W�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���Z�D�V���T�X�L�W�H

�X�Q�S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���G�L�V�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���6�R�Y�L�H�W���S�R�Z�H�U�����E�R�W�K���O�D�F�N�L�Q�J���H�L�W�K�H�U���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�U

�D�Q�\���F�O�H�D�U���Q�R�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���D���J�R�R�G���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�����D�Q�G���I�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�R�R���P�X�F�K���I�U�H�H�G�R�P�����6�X�F�K���Z�D�V���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J

�P�D�W�U�L�[���R�I���W�K�H���µ�D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�O�H�V�V���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�L�H�V�¶���H�D�F�K���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���R�X�W�V�H�W���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���S�R�V�W��

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���S�D�W�K���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\���K�D�G���V�L�Q�F�H���U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H�G�����,�Q���K�L�V���U�R�D�G���W�R���S�R�Z�H�U

�D�Q�G���K�L�V���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���R�I���S�R�Z�H�U�����1�D�]�D�U�E�D�\�H�Y���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�L�W�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�M�H�F�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���<�H�O�W�V�L�Q���D�Q�G

�3�X�W�L�Q�����V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���P�X�F�K���Z�K�L�F�K���O�R�R�N�H�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W���R�U���D�U�E�L�W�U�D�U�\���L�Q���5�X�V�V�L�D���Z�D�V���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���O�D�Z�O�L�N�H

�D�Q�G���S�U�H�G�L�F�W�D�E�O�H��

�)�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���. �D�]�D�N�K���U�H�J�L�P�H���Z�D�V���P�R�U�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q�����D�Q�G

�S�H�U�K�D�S�V���I�R�U���W�K�D�W���U�H�D�V�R�Q���S�R�V�W�H�G���E�H�W�W�H�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���������� �V�����%�X�W���L�W���D�O�V�R���I�D�F�H�G�����I�R�U���D

�W�L�P�H�����P�R�U�H���U�R�E�X�V�W���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����V�L�Q�F�H���K�H�U�H���±���X�Q�O�L�N�H���L�Q���5�X�V�V�L�D���±���O�L�E�H�U�D�O�V���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W�V���P�D�G�H

�F�R�P�P�R�Q���F�D�X�V�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���L�W�����,�Q���W�K�H���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����W�R�R�����O�D�\���U�L�Y�D�O�U�\���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�H���M�X�]���±���µ�K�R�U�G�H�V�¶

�±���L�Q�W�R���Z�K�L�F�K���. �D�]�D�N�K���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���Z�D�V���G�L�Y�L�G�H�G�����W�K�H���-�X�Q�L�R�U���D�Q�G���0 �L�G�G�O�H���U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���R�I

�W�K�H���6�H�Q�L�R�U���K�R�U�G�H���W�K�D�W���I�R�U�P�H�G���1�D�]�D�U�E�D�\�H�Y�¶�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���E�D�V�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���R�I���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q��



���������������� �3�H�U�U�\���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���Ã���,�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���' �H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�����3�R�V�W���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W���6�W�D�W�H�V���Ã���/ �5�%���������$�X�J�X�V�W����������

�K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���O�U�E���F�R���X�N���Y�������Q�������S�H�U�U�\���D�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\ ����������

�Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���Q�H�D�U�O�\���D�O�Z�D�\�V���W�U�L�J�J�H�U�H�G���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W���D�Q�G���D���W�H�P�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�P�R�Q�J���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J

�H�O�L�W�H�V���W�R���D�S�S�H�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�V�V�H�V���I�R�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����: �K�D�W���W�K�H���. �D�]�D�N�K���F�D�V�H���P�D�G�H���F�O�H�D�U�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����Z�D�V

�K�R�Z���S�R�V�W���6�R�Y�L�H�W���U�H�J�L�P�H�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���E�H���F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G�����7�K�H���N�H�\���W�R���D���W�D�[�R�Q�R�P�\���Z�D�V���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U

�R�U���Q�R�W���D�Q�\���U�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�R�Z�H�U���Z�D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H�P�����$�V���R�I������ �� �����)�X�U�P�D�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���D�Q�G

�*�H�R�U�J�L�D���P�L�J�K�W���E�H�F�R�P�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�L�V���F�R�X�O�G���R�F�F�X�U�����L�Q���5�X�V�V�L�D�����. �D�]�D�N�K�V�W�D�Q���D�Q�G

�. �\�U�J�\�]�V�W�D�Q���L�W���K�D�G���Q�R�W�����W�K�R�X�J�K���O�H�J�D�O���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G�����L�Q���8�]�E�H�N�L�V�W�D�Q���D�Q�G

�7�X�U�N�P�H�Q�L�V�W�D�Q���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���Z�D�V���R�Q���W�K�H���D�J�H�Q�G�D�����7�K�H���G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q���Z�D�V���D���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H���W�\�S�H���R�I���U�X�O�H��

�W�K�H���V�K�D�P�H���I�D�F�H�G���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q�L�V�P���R�I���V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���O�L�Y�H���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R

�F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���F�R�Q�I�H�V�V���W�K�H���I�D�F�W�����J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�H�W�H�Q�G�H�G���R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H�����7�K�H�V�H���Z�H�U�H���±���W�K�H

�I�L�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���K�H���X�V�H�G���W�K�H���W�H�U�P���±���µ�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�L�H�V�¶�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���U�H�D�G�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�D�O���W�K�L�Q�J��

�,�Q���D���P�R�P�H�Q�W���R�I���F�D�Q�G�R�X�U�����1�D�]�D�U�E�D�\�H�Y���R�Q�F�H���V�D�L�G�����µ�: �H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���F�U�H�D�W�H���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�����: �H���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\

�V�Z�H�D�W���L�W���R�X�W���¶���%�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���Q�R���V�P�R�R�W�K���H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V���V�L�P�X�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V

�J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H�����' �H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�K�H���I�D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���U�H�J�L�P�H�V��

�7�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�P�R�Q���R�U�L�J�L�Q�����)�X�U�P�D�Q���D�U�J�X�H�G�����O�D�\���L�Q���D���Z�L�G�H�V�S�U�H�D�G���I�H�D�U���R�I���D�Q�D�U�F�K�\���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���V�S�D�F�H���R�I
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�E�H�F�R�P�H���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�V�����P�H�G�L�D���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�����Q�R���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���S�D�U�W�L�H�V�����I�D�V�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F

�J�U�R�Z�W�K�����H�Q�W�U�\���W�R���W�K�H���*�� �����1�R���W�V�D�U���R�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���K�D�G���H�Y�H�U���H�Q�M�R�\�H�G���V�X�F�K���S�R�Z�H�U���L�Q���V�R�F�L�H�W�\

�E�D�V�H�G���V�R���O�L�W�W�O�H���R�Q���I�H�D�U�����%�X�W���W�K�L�V���D�S�R�J�H�H���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�Q�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���R�I���3�X�W�L�Q��

�Z�K�R���Z�D�V���Q�R���P�R�U�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���W�K�D�Q���$�O�L�H�Y���R�U

�1�D�]�D�U�E�D�\�H�Y���Z�D�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�L�O�O���I�D�V�W�H�U���J�U�R�Z�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���$�]�H�U�L���R�U���. �D�]�D�N�K���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V�����1�R�U���K�D�G���L�W

�V�W�D�\�L�Q�J���S�R�Z�H�U�����$�O�U�H�D�G�\���E�\������ �� �� �����W�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���Z�D�V���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���L�U�U�L�W�D�W�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����D�Q�G���O�R�R�N���O�H�V�V

�I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���$�V�L�D�Q���U�X�O�H�U�V���F�R�X�O�G���S�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�W�H���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�L�H�V���E�\���L�Q�Y�R�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�H�Q�D�F�H

�R�I���,�V�O�D�P�L�F���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�V�P�����F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J���D�V���W�K�H�L�U���P�H�U�L�W���W�K�H���Q�H�Z�I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���S�D�\�L�Q�J���V�F�D�Q�W���K�H�H�G���W�R���: �H�V�W�H�U�Q���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�����%�X�W���I�R�U���3�X�W�L�Q���W�R���G�R���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���D

�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�D�W���U�L�V�N�H�G���X�Q�G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���I�D�o�D�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���D�Q�G

�D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�L�Q�J���L�W�V���F�O�D�L�P���W�R���E�H�O�R�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�P�L�W�\���R�I���(�X�U�R�S�H�����6�R���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���0 �H�G�Y�H�G�H�Y���Z�D�V���S�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H

�. �U�H�P�O�L�Q���D�V���D���S�O�D�F�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�����%�X�W���K�L�V���O�L�E�H�U�D�O���J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V���Z�H�U�H���I�H�Z���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O�����P�H�U�H�O�\



���������������� �3�H�U�U�\���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���Ã���,�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���' �H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�����3�R�V�W���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W���6�W�D�W�H�V���Ã���/ �5�%���������$�X�J�X�V�W����������

�K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���O�U�E���F�R���X�N���Y�������Q�������S�H�U�U�\���D�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\ ����������

�F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���K�D�G���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���L�W�V���O�L�P�L�W���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���W�R

�X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�H���L�W�V�H�O�I��

�(�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�R���L�W�V���O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�F�\���Z�D�V���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�Q���L�O�O�X�V�L�R�Q���R�I���H�O�H�F�W�R�U�D�O���F�K�R�L�F�H�����%�X�W���D�V���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�P�H
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�W�K�H���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�����H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�W���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���H�Y�H�U���O�H�V�V���G�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���E�\���L�W�V���I�D�o�D�G�H�����: �L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�W�V�H�O�I��
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�K�D�Y�L�Q�J���E�H�F�R�P�H���F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q�����$�W���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���V�L�J�Q���R�I���G�D�Q�J�H�U�����W�K�L�V���V�W�U�D�W�X�P���Z�R�X�O�G���M�X�P�S���V�K�L�S�����6�R���G�H��

�L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�V�H�G���K�D�G���W�K�H���I�L�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�Y�L�H�W���H�O�L�W�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���S�X�W���X�S���Y�L�U�W�X�D�O�O�\���Q�R

�U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���D�Q�W�L���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W���U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���������� �V�����7�K�H���V�D�P�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���H�Y�H�Q���W�U�X�H�U���R�I

�W�K�H���S�R�V�W���6�R�Y�L�H�W���H�O�L�W�H�����Z�K�R�V�H���R�Q�O�\���G�U�L�Y�H���Z�D�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���H�Q�U�L�F�K�P�H�Q�W��

�,�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���S�K�D�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�R�V�W���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W���V�\�V�W�H�P���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���V�R�P�H���V�H�P�E�O�D�Q�F�H���R�I

�F�R�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����L�Q���L�W�V���F�O�D�L�P���W�R���E�H���µ�U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���F�L�Y�L�O�L�V�H�G���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�����H�Y�H�Q���D�V���L�W�V���D�F�W�X�D�O���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W
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�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���J�R�D�O�V�����,�W���F�R�X�O�G���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���F�O�D�L�P���W�R���E�H���D�Q���L�G�H�D�O���R�U�G�H�U���I�R�U���5�X�V�V�L�D�����Q�R�U���F�R�Q�F�H�G�H���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V

�P�H�U�H�O�\���D���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���P�D�N�H�V�K�L�I�W�����6�H�O�I���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�O�R�Q�H�����L�Q���D���S�\�U�D�P�L�G���R�I���S�D�W�U�R�Q���F�O�L�H�Q�W

�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V�����V�X�S�S�O�L�H�G���L�W�V���P�R�W�L�Y�H���I�R�U�F�H�����: �R�U�G�V���D�Q�G���G�H�H�G�V���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���E�R�U�H���D�Q�\���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���W�R���H�D�F�K

�R�W�K�H�U�����7�K�H���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�\���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�P�H���Z�D�V���D���J�D�U�E�O�H�G���P�L�V�K�P�D�V�K���R�I���H�U�V�D�W�]���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P

���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�O�\���2�U�W�K�R�G�R�[���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�����D�Q�G���D���F�X�O�W���R�I���6�R�Y�L�H�W���V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���P�L�J�K�W�����Q�R�W���U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�U

�V�R�F�L�D�O�L�V�P�������K�D�L�O�L�Q�J���W�V�D�U�L�V�W���D�Q�G���. �*�%���J�H�Q�G�D�U�P�H�V���D�O�L�N�H���D�V���V�W�D�W�H�V�P�H�Q�����W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�V

�G�H�S�L�F�W�L�Q�J���. �R�P�V�R�P�R�O�V���D�V���K�H�U�R�H�V���L�Q���R�Q�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���D�Q�G���/�H�Q�L�Q���D�V���D���P�D�Q�L�D�F���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W�����6�R���W�R�R��
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Furman’s last two texts were valedictions. In the roll-call of Russian rulers, Gorbachev had
been unique. Ordinary moral rules had no bearing on traditional conceptions of power:
Catherine II and Alexander I were accounted great rulers, though one killed her husband and
the other his father. To try to judge Gorbachev by these standards was like complaining
Malevich lacked verisimilitude. He was the only Russian ruler who voluntarily limited his
own power, and in six years freed a multitude of peoples whose conquest had taken centuries
and countless lives. Future generations would understand, as his contemporaries did not yet,
that he was the best thing in Russian history. Sakharov, whom he freed, had shown another
kind of greatness, not of ideas, but of integrity. Psychologically too far from the masses – the
nomenklatura was closer to them – and too idealist and doctrinaire to be a political leader, he
was a voice of conscience, a figure who in 1989 was still calling for land to be distributed to
peasants, factories to be handed to workers, and all power to be returned to the soviets. Could
he ever have supported Yeltsin’s privatisations and the shelling of the Duma, as his widow,
Elena Bonner, did? He was lucky enough to die before having to witness them.

While he was alive, Furman could – after perestroika – publish as he wished: if few of his
compatriots shared his outlook, no text of his was ever refused. But there was no engagement
with his ideas either; they were too unconventional. The major statement of his account of
Russian political development in the 20th century, Dvizhenie  po  spirali, met with complete
silence. He received scarcely a telephone call after it came out. Knowing how little time he
had left, he was discouraged, but felt no real surprise. Since he died, there has been a change,
as friends have written of their memories of him, and with his family have created a website
where most of his writing has become available. But his output was prodigious, with many
still uncollected pieces. Any systematic consideration of his work has yet to come – no easy
task, given the exceptional shape it took, unifying in a single compass the structure of most of
the major religions, the broad sweep of Russian history since late tsarism, detailed tracking of
the politics of post-communism across the whole space of the former USSR, and macro-
sociological reflection on directionalities in world history. Few are qualified to pronounce on
all four.

*

Confronted with a body of work of this scope, some observations can be ventured at its edges.
Furman’s comparative analysis of world religions was broken off before he could arrive at
Buddhism, as he doubtless otherwise would have done. But a more significant gap may be the
absence of any sustained treatment of Catholicism, determined perhaps less by lack of time
than tilt of interpretation. Unlike Weber, who contrary to his popular image was active in
Protestant circles in Germany, Furman had no religious connections. His attitude to faith in
the supernatural was detached, free from either apology or hostility; he would have agreed
with the simple definition of it by Martin Riesebrodt, the most level-headed recent sociologist
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